SCENIC RESOURCE PROTECTION

Scenic resources are important in defining
community character,  These resources can be
threatencd by development and many conmnunities
are now seeking ways to mitigate the impacts of
development on the landscape. High priority is
often placed on protecting specitic visws and view
points, and the goneral quality of 2 landscape.

How does a municipality identify and protect
imporiant scenic vesources?

One of the #irst steps 18 to devise a visual
assessment program, which is often done theough
the comprehensive planning process.
Development of such a program can lead to an
identification of the important components in the
landscape, key parcels or arcas that need
protection, and arcas that may need nproverent
biecanse they might impair scenic quality.

Policies to protect scenic vesources should be
mchuded in 8 coramunity’s comprehensive plan,
along with maps lustrating the scenic resource.
Once this has been done, 1t is important to
infegrate policies into regulations.  Appropriate
use, density, siting and design standards can
protect scemie resources by such metheds as
limiting the height of buildings or fonces in
Hoportant scenic argas,

Onee the local zoning code has been modified, the
coranumtty should consider other planning, zoning
and land management techniques to protect scenic
resources.  These include site plan review,
subdivision, clustering, transfer of development
rights, and acquisition of casements.
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